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Mike's football album

The following is a short story of Mike's first days at LSU. This album contains
clippings saved by his mother, “Puts,” during Mike's playing days.

A few years ago Mike decided to write an introduction for his football album. In
writing the introduction he got to re-live some of the most exciting moments of his
early life. He had not recalled these memories since his first days as LSU.

Mike had the honor of playing with and against some of the finest athletes of his
era. Steve Spurrier, Kenny the “Snake” Stabler, Ted the “Mad Stork” Hendrix and
many other athletes who went on to stardom in professional football as players
and college and professional coaches.

In addition, Mike played against teams coached by some of the greatest coaches
in our nations history, including Paul bear Bryant and Johnnie Vaught, who had 9
national championship seasons between them. Dr. Mike: “/ hope you enjoy
reading the following article as much as | did writing it.”

In his senior year in high school, Mike was injured throughout most of the football
season. His head was much harder in his neck, ankles and numerous other parts
of his body and he found himself frustrated and hobbled by the injuries he
sustained. Because he was not a gifted football player and because of his
numerous injuries, Mike was not offered a scholarship to play football with one
exception.

One day he was delighted to receive a letter from Tulane University offering a
football scholarship. Mike was flattered by this generous offer he waited and
waited (and waited) for someone to visit with him or to ask him to visit the school.
He assume that there had been some kind of mix-up, so he remained next to the
phone for several weeks awaiting that magical call.

He then received a full scholarship offer in the mail that included a rather
complicated set of forms that he was to fill out and send back to Tulane
University. At this point his father became somewhat concerned because no one
had made any personal contact with him. His father's actual concern was that
Mike might actually accept a scholarship to play for Tulane, the school that was a
archrival to his dad's beloved LSU. Mike’s concern, on the other hand, was that
there was no one there to guide him into the Green Wave locker room.

So the problem was settled. No call, no visit, no contact.... Nothing! Mike's dad
was able to say, with a straight face, “You probably shouldn't consider playing
football for a team that wouldn't even give you a phone call.” However, Mike's
dilemma remained.



At the end of the summer, Mike decided he would go to Baton Rouge and see if
the coaches would allow him to try out with the LSU football team. His wildest
dream was to be able to play on the freshman team and to be able to tell his
future son(s) that he had played football for the LSU Tigers.

The coaching staff was kind enough to humor Mike and allowed him to join the
freshman team. His dream was about to come true, as the freshmen for LSU
were scheduled to play Tulane, and there was a chance he might get to play. The
dream was shattered and his life was upended when President Kennedy was
assassinated and the game was canceled.

A few weeks later the team was scheduled to play once again and there was
once again a sliver of a chance that Mike might get to play football in Tiger
Stadium. In the last practice before the game, Mike stepped into a hole on the
field and broke his foot, apparently curtailing his football career forever.

One of Mike’s favorite stories involved his first solo trip to LSU. Mike had the
good fortune to have an automobile and he drove his 1951 Chevrolet to Baton
Rouge in his quest to join the football team. Although the car started beautifully
when it was cold, after driving for a short while and turning off the motor, the
engine refuse to start again until it cooled. Mike was in the best shape of his life
and kept a pair of tennis shoes in his trunk. He would push his car as fast as he
possibly could, jump in the driver’s seat, push in the clutch and put the car into
second gear, and pop the clutch. Invariably, “Old Blue” would start every time.

Unfortunately, these skills did him little good when his car wouldn't start on the
Plaquemines ferry. The “Ferry Police” would not allow Mike to keep his car
running while they were under way. Of course, old blue was a bit hot under the
hood from her drive from Raceland to Donalsonville, and she refused to start
when it was time to get off of the ferry. Mike asked the lady behind him to give
him a shove with her car. She was initially reluctant to do so until she realized
that she could not exit the ferry without getting him out of the way. She gave him
a short shove and Mike was able to get Old Blue going. Unfortunately, the road
leading from the ferry across the levee was quite steep and Old Blue stalled while
driving up the incline.

This was the ultimate challenge to an 18-year-old boy's driving skills. The levee
was a natural incline that would do beautifully to allow Mike to start his car
without any assistance. Unfortunately, the lady who gave him the original push
was right behind him. Mike was “in a pickle,” because if he took too long to pop
the clutch, start the motor, put on his brakes, place the car in first gear and
procede up the levee, he would wind up the lady’s front seat.

Try to picture the scene. We have an 18-year-old male driver with a car he had



acquired only a few weeks earlier. This young man had to put his car in reverse,
roll backwards towards a new car that was right behind him, pop the clutch and
start the car. He then had to put on the brakes before colliding with car behind
him. He next had to release the clutch on his manual transmission and guide the
car up the steep slope of the levee.

Somehow, Mike managed to get the car moving forward and although the car
stalled on one or more times before clearing the levee, the lady driving behind
him had sense enough to stay as far back from him as she possibly could. She
was probably as terrified as Mike himself.

Needless to say Mike was more than a bit nervous when he drove up to the hotel
and checked in on his own. He never been away from home alone in this type of
setting and he did not know anyone in Baton Rouge. He soon met several other
fools who were trying out for the team. Within a few days there were all gone and
Mike experienced that sinking feeling once again.

One of the great stories Mike tells involved a walk he was taking in the dormitory
area of Tiger Stadium. One of the freshman who was on scholarship was just
ahead of Mike and “When I got up the nerve to speak to him | asked him where
he played high school football. He turned around and answered Mike with a
straight face stating "What's the matter with you boy; Don't you read the
Newspaper?”

Dr. Mike played ball with this same individual for 4 years and never mentioned
the issue to him again. Actually, to talk to Dr. Mike, it was it was as funny in 1964
as it is today.

Mike's version of many other stories are rather entertaining, but his fondest
remain those concerning old blue. Most of the time Mike was able to start Old
Blue after a short pushing and a pop of the clutch, following which he and his
faithful steed were on their way. Fortunately, for Mike and Blue, Baton Rouge is
somewhat hilly and Mike became proficient in finding the smallest hills and ramps
on on which to park his car. If there was enough slope, he was simply coast
backwards in reverse, pop the clutch and he and his trusted steed would be on
their way.

Mike Chevrolet was the second oldest automobile on the LSU campus, with with
the oldest car being owned by a high school friend. When several of his friends
were involved in an accident that that killed one of them and seriously injured
another, Old Blue became the campus patriarch.

Because Mike was not on a football scholarship, he lived in a civilian dorm where
he got to know quite a few characters.



A few years before he arrived on campus, LSU and won their 1st national
championship and Baton Rouge was GaGa for the Tigers. Billy Cannon was a
world-class athlete and had won the Heisman Trophy for his exploits in Tiger
Stadium.

Billy's father was a maintenance supervisor in the dorm where Mike stayed his
freshman year. There was a single elevator in the three-story dormitory but it was
primarily used in a utility role and the students were required to climb the stairs.
Because of Mike's broken foot, Mr. Cannon allowed the students to use the
elevator, and this was the background behind the following story.

One of Mike's good friends, the young man who was later killed in the oldest
automobile on campus, returned to his room intoxicated one evening. Mike lived
on the 3rd floor and his friend was living in the basement. (The building was on
the side of the hill in the front of the building was at the same level as the street.
Because of the slope of the hill, the back of the building was one-story lower than
the street in the front.

(Mike's story) “When | walked into his room, my friend asked me to go into the
parking lot and see if there was a small sport car that had been damaged. |
walked outside and there was a Karmann Ghia (a small Volkswagon Sports Car)
parked just behind the dorm. Some of the seats and the rag top of the convertible
has been torn out and a single shaft remained where the steering wheel had
been previously. My buddy, under the influence of some serious intoxicants, had
done the damage.

My friend proved to be my nemesis that night. In his drunken state, had
wandered into the utility room that contained the elevator. There was a sack of
mortar in the room and he poured the mortar into a large porcelain sink that was
use by the cleanup crews and turned on the water. | was awakened the next
morning by cursing and a knocking sound coming from the utility room on my
floor. When | walked into the room, Billy Cannon's father was cussing up a blue
storm and his workers were chiseling mortar out of the sink. Needless to say, |
had to use the stairs from the top floor with our without my crutches.

A few weeks later several friends, including the owner of the oldest car on
campus along with my “car destroying buddy,” drove to a nightclub in Gonzales
called the Bantam. The club was a rough-and-tumble place that consisted of an
old barn that was converted into a nice nightclub. This place became a 2nd home
to many of us country boys and we spent many a Saturday night dancing and
arinking our way into oblivion.

One night my basement buddy got into a fight. There was a huge bouncer at the
Bantam who was an Indian. His job was to prevent any of us from damaging the



delicate furnishings and other structural aspects of the barn. My friend did a
respectable job in his fight until the Indian put his mitts on him and the fight was
over in a breath. My friend was arrested and carted off to jail.

As a guy with the car, | had to pick him up and | was fortunate enough to have
enough money to bail them him out of jail. A few weeks later my friend was killed
in an automobile accident. His parents were not aware of his arrest it was my job
to see lo it that they never found out. But that is another story.

None of my friends from those days were on the football team and | remained
closer to them than anyone else | played ball with at LSU.

| eventually had the good fortune to be able to obtain a scholarship to play
football at LSU for four years. The following football album tells a brief story of
the gridiron experiences that | enjoyed in my years with the Tigers.

I have rarely looked at these albums and | don't recall much about playing
football those many years ago.

My fondest memories of my college experience are those of Old Blue, my oldest
and most faithful companion, my buddies with whom | partied at the Bantam and
other lounges on the west bank of the River, my wife to be, and my oldest son,
who was born my senior year in college and who was my eyes and soul in those
days.

I finish my career on a rather sour note. | had injured my shoulder during my
Jjunior year and | did not enjoyed being unable to perform up to par. Once my son
was born and | had been accepted to medical school, | resigned from the team
and dedicated my life to the study and practice of medicine.

In my lifetime | have had many situations in which I regretted decisions | made.
This was not one of them. | have been blessed with a storybook life. | had been a
“Try Out” for a major college football team and | was fortunate enough to

play football with and against some of the finest athletes in the nation. | don't
recall running over any of them or having any monumental successes, but my
goals were modest as were my accomplishments, and that was good enough for
me.

Addendum: | was going through some old records and found this picture of "Old
Blue.”

Lots of good times in that baby!!!
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Dr. Mike originally had two albums. They will both be covered in
this digital version as only one album.

The cover of this album contains the pictures of Mike and three
of his older teammates at LSU. Each of these young men had a
special place in his football career, and, although Mike generally
“hung” with his friends from the Bayou, there has always been a
special spot in his heart for each of these individuals.
Incidentally, Mike played high school football against each of
these guys.

Ernest Maggiore: Earnest was Mike’s Mentor as a defensive
end. Earnest was a few years older and thus wiser than Mike,
but he instilled a dedication and work ethic that characterized
Mike’s play. To the best of our knowledge, “Earnie” is still alive
and kicking in the Destrehan area.

Don Schwab: Don married a beautiful ltalian girl (who was
much too good looking to marry him) and has raised a beautiful
family. A few years ago he was elected President of the
Terrebonne Parish Council and had sense enough not to run for
office again.

Joe Labruzzo: Joe was undoubtedly the finest athlete that Mike
played with and against. Mike can recall Joe, all 180 pounds of
him, running over a huge Kentucky tackle, in just one of his
exciting plays. Joe died several years ago and is missed by all.
Mike has the pleasure of working with his daughter, Romie, and
never tires of telling her of her father’s exploits.

BOWL GAME FEVER



Unless you played football in the late 1950’s and early 1960’s,
or were married to someone who did, it is impossible to
understand the meaning of the following comments.

In this era, at least at LSU, we went to bowl games almost on a
yearly basis. In those day, all of the Bowl games were played
on News Years Day, and you had a choice of several events, all
of them overlapping. Of course, that all depended on what
channels your attenna could catch.

As football players, we had to give up our Christmas holidays
and practiced until Christmas Eve, when we were allowed to go
home for a few days. We then returned the day after Christmas
to resume preparations for our bowl game.

After playing a game on New Years day, you flew home and
started school, and FINAL EXAMS the next day. Once finals
were concluded, you got a day or two off and then started the
next semester. After games in those days, wether Bowls or
otherwise, both teams ran off of the field and we never mixed
with or spoke to our opponents. | missed the opportunity to
shake hands with coaches Bear Bryant and Johnny Vaught, and
players such as Steve Spurrier, Ted Hendrix, Kenny Stabler,
etc.

FORTUNATELY, things are different now. | overheard part of a
recent interview with a veteran of the original 1958 National
Championship team and he was downright critical of his bowl
experiences and had no special memories of those events. The
youngest player interviewed, however, described how they had
events with their opponents and even had a banquet where they
were required to sit with members of the other teams.
Incidentally, final exams now end before the holidays and
students get about a month’s break between semesters.
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TACKLE MIKE ROBICHAUX
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TUNE IN ON THE TIGERS’










28 STJKTIATIMIS Bl!‘bn Rouge, l.l,, Wod., Nw. 23, 'IQ“

%CHICAGO fUPI) --The Amer-|
Football Coaches Associa-
-ff_lon Tuesday named 25 players
fncludmg quarterbacks
urrier of Florida and Bob
riese of Purdue, to its 1966
Aﬁ-Amenca team.
-+~ In addition to selecting two
quarterbacks the 1,000 coaches
céﬁahng in the ‘balloting
flanker hack to
qugment the two running backs,
- making their 1956 offensive all:
. star team a 13-man squad. On
--defense,  they named

_ tadsles, making it a 1 man
. squad. -

A ll-Ame- ;}Tzca rzd

 Griese Was so evenly split that
the coaches decided it would be'
unfair to select one over the
e| Other,

Here are the players selected
by the coaches:

Offense

Ends Jack Clancy, M:clugan
and Gene Washington, Michigan
State,

Tackles: Ron Yary, Southern
California and Wayne Mass,
Clemson. :

Guards: Tom Regner, Notre
Dame and Cecil Dowdy, Ala-
8! hama.

Center: Jim Breland, Georgia|,
Tech.

Florldu and Bob Griese.
Purdue,

Halfbacks: Mel Farr, UCLA
and Floyd Little, Syracﬂse. -

Flanker: - Ray Periins, Ala-
bama, :

Fullback: Nick Eddy, Notre
Dame.

Deteuse

Ends: Bubba Smith, Michi onf an|
ee,

State and Tom Gre
Washington.

Tackles: Pete Duranko Notre
Dame; Lloyd Phillips, Arkansas
and . Wayne Meylan, Nebraska.

Middle guard: John Lagrone,
Southern Methodist.

’I‘he voting for Spumer and
* ko*

Quarterbacks: Steve Spurrier,

¢ offensive and two defensive

¢ Southern California placed two! g,
¢ players each on the squad.

raﬁgived the most votes for the

defensive

© Webster are repeaters from the
. coaches 1965 All-America
e
. juniors named to last year’s
§ mythical squads. el

four first team berths,
‘ pame  also had: six players

§ distribution, the Midwest led

has four players, the Southwest:

LSU’s MIKE ROBICHAUX

* __ Honorable Mention All-Ametican

Linebackers: Jim Lynch,
Notre Dame and Paul Naumoff
Tennessee.

Halfbacks: George Wabst,er,
Michigan State; Tom Beier,
Miami (Fla.), Nate Shaw,
Southern California and Martine
Bercher, Arkansas.

Notre Dame and Mic
Saftes, the nation’s two lea ing

© college foothall power, domi-|
 pated the squad with seven

‘berths. The Irish won two

spots while the Spartans took
down one offensive post and two
spots on the defensive team.

Alabama, Arkansasand

urrier, Griese and Farr

S
Griese, gmlth thlps and
“Mhow. were  the only

All of the members of the
1966 squad except Yart, Mass
and M?(Iand are seniors.

dition to winning those

named for honorable mention
while Michigan State had five,
In the matter of geographical

-with nine players on the 25-man
quad folfawed by the South

1th seven. .The Pacific Coast
three and the East and thel

Midlands one each.

_The head coaches, under t
“tem Al Tranle Rrov’

nia. Harry Jonea, Arkansas
Bobby Leo, Harvard; Garratt
Ford, West Virginia ek

Fullbaek&.- Larry Coujar,,
Notre Dame,_ Bob  Apisa,
Michigan Stz'e; Pete Pifer,
Oregon State; R Mc-“a:zaid,
Idaho* Lam' f'-o , Syracuse.

Ends: ‘Russ Wa*“lngton, Mis-
souri; Alan Pzse, Notre Dame;
Mike _Rbblcbaux, Louisiana
State; Bob Batchelder, Miinois:
Pete Sokalsky, Nurth Carolina
State,

Tackles: _Denni_-s ‘ Randa!],
Oklahoma Sta*c: Gene Trosch,
Miami (Fla.); George Patton,
Georgza' Bill Staley, Utah
State; Dennis Byrd, North
garolina State, Bob Creenlee,

()] L e ¢
Guards: . Gre Plpes. Baylor;
Granville Liggins, Oklahoma;
John Richardson, UCLA; Diron
| Talbert, Texas. Jim Urbanek
Misctgeippl.

Tinebackers: - Bob Matheson,
NDuke; T  aand Clarke, Army;
). D. Lewir, Miesissippi State;
Charlie Thornhill, Mlchngan
State.

Defensive Backs Larry
Wachhol*z, Nebraska; Bobby
Johns, Alabama; Bob ‘Bryant,

South € - ling F:ank Loria.
Virginia Tech; John Fill, Ohio
State; Rick Volk, Michigan
Tom Scheon, No're Dame
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Tiger Gridders to Climax Drills [

e o

With Annual Spring Grid Game
u By BUD MONTET show in the spring game as the! Aniong the standout returnces|who'll get a chance on off
| Advecate Sports Editer [Tiger coaches seek fo uﬁﬁﬂ wha'll see action on the Purple] are Newfield, Broadway, P
. The LSU m.&nau will climax;22 departed seniors, a pro sleven are Gawain DiBetta, 10! 24 Maurice LaBlanc, 2 gift-
heir spring football session with that reccived first priority iniat fullback, Billy Masters,| vl A 1
annual Purple-Gold spring|the work, - stronghack, Terry Esthay, tac- &0 open field runner, i
: te a few veterans willikle, and Barry Wilson, center.| leBlane is a redshirt while -
; _positions and the! On the Purple defensive unit|{he others are up from the frosh
mentors have made swilches to/top returnees are Pop Neuman, squad.. : =
: .~ |delensive corner back, Mikel . Top Newcomers
* o+ 4 0 [Pharis, linebacker, Mike Rabl-{ 11 {ront same of the top
e mﬁa.aa the n!S__.nu._..- B8 Jos .a&w_u.. 1
T e By L, g Bch

S e
Jim Dousa; ‘the lone Sy e 4l
2i5{holdover on the Gold offensive| Defonsively come. of the
170 Unit's backfield. Donsay l.mz__ﬂ i aean A[nahatin
: team with frosh Trey 1393:5...“25 uu_mrpn_ _Suqr.
; quarterback, Mickey Broadvay, % F0e, iR e,
oger , - RT 210 fullback, and Kenny Newfield,
pr - LG 215! stronghack. :
RG]

o
&z

g

o ssu

my Hamis, guard, A P et BB SR S el e “Jeft to right, corner - backer, and Benny Griffin, linebacker. -
are Wayne Sessions, end, John - i . SR e MMM C : "
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By BUD MONTET

Advocate Sports Editor

There’s a growing con-

viction that if the LSU

Tigers are to grab a vic-
tory in Saturday’s hys-

terical crusade, mistaken-

ly being called a football
game, the brunt of the
job might fall on the

shoulders of the Tiger de-

fensive forward wall.

In fact the entire LSU
defenses might well prove
the difference between the

Bengals and South Caro-

lina’s Gamecocks.

It will not be the first
time the Tigers defenses
have spelled out victory.

A couple of years ago
it wasn't until the third
game that LSU's offense
could generate enough

to score a touch-

poOwer:
down although they

opened with a 9-6 win over

the Texas Aggies and a.

3-0 win over Rice.

The Bengals have a
number of newcomers on
their offensive units while

most of the first line de-

fenders have some gama i

_experience. = ,
Coach Charlie McClen-

don is well pleased with

. his first line defenders al-

he's worried about
as the second unit
A bemmediargelyby 2
; Anchor!ngthekmiddleof'-
- the defensive forward wall

is stumpy Mike Duhon,

L who leaves no doubt he's
, lefthanded. The Sulphur
voungster is a 205 pound-

er, at least he's listed at

that weight although he

~ scarcely looks it, and he's
~ one of the most aggressive

gridders on the squad.
Duhon came to LSU as
a left-handed quarterback
but since then has tried
just about every position
from end to end.
Last year he made a

niche for himself at mid-

dle guard and this year

has moved up to the first

unit.

‘Duhon, who claims to
CEox ok

~ TIGER SHOCK '

“man the defensive forward waIl against the vaunted South Carolina Game-
~cock attack Saturday at Tiger Stadium.

Robichaux and .

have played organized

football since he was five
years of age starting in a

‘pee-wee program, is a fine
leader and keeps the

squad in good humor with
his ready wit.

~ Probably Duhon’s great-
“est outlet for his happy-

go-lucky. nature was when
he was installed as scout

-squad quarterback when
the Bengals needed to -

work agaist a southpaw
passer.

Duhon gleefully ap—

-plauded his own efforts

e e

=COULD PROVE DIFFERENCE =

"Tiger Defense Faces Tas}

when he completed a pass
against the varsity.

Flanking Duhon i the
- defensive interior is John

Demarie and Tommy
Fussell. :
Demarje was a stand-

out middle guard as a
sophomore before he
broke his leg. He came

back last fall to play a

steady brand of football
and this year he was
shifted to defensive

tackle.

The Tiger defensive

***

.nbove are the Bengal gridders w

Standing, eft. fo sight, Mike _—
John Garlington, flankmen. Kneeling, left
Demarie tackle Mike Duhon mlddle guard and Tommy«F_ussel

to right, John
1 tack!ef

sophomore.

Steady Fussell is a‘.

capable tackle with two

Istrouma youth is one of
the hardest tacklers on the

wachea have high hqpes .
1 that the big 230 pounder
- will show the flash of bril- -
liance he showed as a

‘years experience. The ex- “

squad and fans still re- :

member when he smashed

- Tennessee’s Art Galiffa to

‘the turf, knocking the Vol
quarterback cold.

chMcCleudoni.sal-- :
sohxgb on his hustling de- | -
fensive flankmen, - John
 Garlington and Mikai

Robichaux

' Robichaitt eyeti . SoATes:
the_ fans wlt.h his reckless

play and is known as the
head-hunter on the kick-

“off team.

The South Inuis:ana

 \gridder has excellent

in his senior year in high

~ school was :anured ‘most

Actually Robichaux was
by the Tigers but
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their kicking and kick-coverage,
Tuesday the other sub-par

phase of the opening game drew
the attention of the coaches,

Yep, it was the passing attack.
Only eight

passes, plus a sue-
for two points from
B ,

third Tiger touchdown

dayLSU’ Tigers = sharpened,’

PENCER
lxx'ﬂ_m‘.,mw’ i
» La. — Mon-.

ternated with first and second
units. A |
- McClendon said his game
captains for the Rice meeting
Will be tow standout seniors
from Southwest Louisiana, de-
fensive center gnard+*Mike Du-

both ran full routes

after the

tched against the Game-
The other lone compe
‘as a 10-yarder by Stokley
Billy Masters and it helped

the initial Bengal scor-
- Otherwise the LSU aerial
altack was not world-shaking,
Against the Southwest Confer-
ence foe this Saturday night
in Houston, the Rice Owls,
Coach Charlie McLendon feels
he'll have to show a much
more potent’ air :
3 ‘hard on routes, tim-

ezaffi coming over
he defensive drill to get
ew Teceptions, too, Mast-
Ken Newfield, Tomm

hare of catches.
- Tigers fook full prac-
d unless something hap-
will be ready for Rice,
el Bousay * and Buhba
\ big split end, Both

sed action Safurdav due to

o Play", as M
J against the punter and

hon of Sulphur and offensive
guard Jimmy Hamic. Both

PE-l were scintilliating against the

Gamecocks, and their efforts
Wil be recognized by their
selections as co-captains
‘against the ‘Owls. . © 1 o ¢
- LSU’s gridders who' scored
“championship grade” in the
28-12 triumph  over Dietzel's
Gamecock (as graded by points
from the films) were issued
special practice jerseys which
had five stars on each should-
er pad and the word “Champ'"
in big letters across the back.
Players who produced the ‘hig
e Pharis’ punt-
blocking, Jack Dyer’s effort

Rabichaux’ top feats on defe
were additionally hono

2Ky under-pinning, but

“But, Lord knows, Jimm
Dousay did one heck o
job so I couldn’t ask him
do any better, I noticed }
carried six times for 49 yards.
1 couldn't ask a tailback fo
(o a better job’ o
He also had pats on the back
for defensive ends John Gar-
lington and Mike Robichaux for
their tearn work on that second

|

period play which netted the
Tigers a TD, fs e 14
Robichaux rushed quarierback
Bob Railey, who was back to
pass. Mike tipped the ball and|
it ‘went inlo '
onrushing Garlington. :
_ Garlington didn’t break strid
as he tucked the ball safely

and went all the way.

LSU,” Mac said. =

e arms o‘fﬁ'ﬂ_le'.

under his arm at the Rice 42

“That was the best defensive
end play I've ever s_a_gnﬂ;@t i




ﬂmhmestrommmsmm
to the waiting airplane.
the good points—

game they had just lost. :

't sad, disappointed but
not sad. One of the team
summed it up with “It's over,

& Brakeike, too, yeas
disappointed.
g mosphere, or

Az‘m /‘ o Dfé’ﬂﬂﬂomtmt 5

‘a.lmost the same ‘atmosphere |

_—ome of numbness, had fil

the inside of the buses from ;
Bro .‘-..._

L

e R
y morning to take the
Tigers to their encounter with

- the Rice Owls.

io “gﬁmﬂlﬂﬂki

; 31ng-'_the DC7 was it

with the 54 traveli

members, coaches, newsmen ,
and a few odds and e

students and University per-

sonnel. mtmhm p &

ﬂﬂ, the ug phne arrlw,d

e L

At ﬂla n“ﬂy-empty m
fore game time), the team
walked onfo the field to in-
spect it. The dressing rooms
were mext for outfits, last
minute instructions and other
pﬂ!'_ts of a 'oomﬁl;a pre.
game conditioning.

The Tigers went through a

Supper hit the umeﬁm;,t_

vigorous workout on the field,
and then re-entered the dress-

: ight lights bouncing off the

dew on the grass, the |
swa.rmed onto the MT‘SW

* * *

The * %Bl]. m'ery. lehg (ot |
ong oy mtﬂ..Welust, 54). o ﬂ"“‘ m
17-15; but more mm -‘
than losing the game, is that
we may have m N %

'mthat’sm ;
e “'ngroomm
ﬁlegamewasquiem’mm

the room, everyome — ‘ﬂm

-mmembeﬂ,the =

poe Me& dim com Lk

for a k{ng ks th e
g for ontaslivg gt |

* * *
T
ool g .




- LSU'S MlhE. ROB!CIMUX AND JOHN GARLINGTON

IF LSU. PREVAILS S

Defense will Do It

By PETER FINNEY

A lot had been made of the potential explosiveness of the LSU toolhall
team, yet, if the Tigers are to prevail against South Carolina Snturday. the bet-
ting is the defense will do the job.

Charley McClendon will throw nine lettermen at Paul Dletzels power-l a
defense which should be quicker — and more effective -— than the one which

last year allowed 11 op-
ponents 164 points,

The 1965 yield was
the largest by an LSU
team since 1956 when
Dieizel's second club at Balon
Rouge gave up 197 in a &3
season,

%o el
WHAT. HAS hoosted  Mc-

Mike Fair from gelting to the.
outside,

« “Off whal he dld asainst
us last vear,” says McClen-
don, “Mike Fair and Sfeve
Spurrier of Florida are the fin-
est quarterhacks we'll - face

FMB MISSED smns trnin-
~ ing because of baseball

in the Gamecocks® fall drills,
* he has impressed Dietzel with
+ his fine throwing arm and his

. nifty running. E
. “I've felt all nlnng our d&
fense would have to. earry us
in the enrl‘a'frgamu.” says Mu»
Clendon. “This is nothing un.
usual especially when  you

have as many new faces In

the offensive line as we do.”
 George Bevan, left lineba

nerback, are the only "uon-
lettermen among the defensive
starters — and McClendon has

“been imp;eued with the prog-
thus

ms of

* kK
- YESTERDAY the ‘I‘Igers
zipped through a 9%0-minute
drill in shorts designed, as
McCleadon put it, “lo g:f a
II!t'ue spring in" the plnyers
eqs.
ﬂﬁlﬁh conlinues tur!e %enml
0 progress ymmy.
“Trigger” Allen, likely start-
er at failback. *‘He's getting
mentally ready,” sald the
coach, “You can tell when he
wants o slay after practice
on his own for exira work.”
Ml:CIendm hed no inten-
tion of tinkering with his I-
formation attack for Diefzel's
Gamecocks.  “Il.  something
has worked Jor you in the
past ~— as it did against Ar-
kansas in the Colton Bow]l —
\nu S{ﬂ)‘ with 1L

LSU HAS been gemng"

ready for “every cockeyed de-
fense you can think of? ac-
mfdﬂfgmto Mti'l(.‘lcndon who .
says “the question is always
whether you can adjust qnick
_enough.”

Several players, lndnding
tackle Allen. LeBlane, -came
down with sore throats dar-

i 111‘ the week, disrupting some

Jneﬂu sesglons.

it the injuries and
it mare pres-

THE TIGERS ON DEFENSE
JOHN GARLINGTON * TOM FUSSELL ~ MIKE DUHON

(6-1, 215, Jr.} (6-1, 230, 8r.) (511, 205, Sr.) -

JOHN DEMARIE MIKE ROBICHAUX JERRY JOSEPH

(6-2, 230, Sr.) (6-1, 205, Jr.) (510, 175, Sr.)
GEORGE BEVAN = MIKE PHARIS GERRY KENT

(5-11, 199, Soph.) (60, 205, Sr.) (510, 170, Soph.)
LEONARD NEUMANN ~ SAMMY GREZAFFL.
(510, 170, 5r.) (10, m, I
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. Texas A&Mtha

virus left the defensive demon
weak and as the game sapped
his strength, his visionblurr=
ed., **Icouldn’t read the score=
board,” he admitred,
Yer he still managed to
"=e up with a couple of big

sive end Mike Robichaux could
hardly see Saturday night, A

Lafg.

Is Starem»f

Tiger Defense

lays that possibly kept A&M
rom winning over the Tigers,
On one occasion, he broke
through to throw quarterback

" Edd Hargett for a nine yard

loss and on the next play he
helped to break up an Aggie
pass that could have set up a
field goal attempt,

We weren't able to play
Mike as much as we would

have liked,
McClendon said, **Hehasbeen
outstanding for usallyearand

“Coac!i Charles

when he's not in there, we - was

miss him,"*

~ Robichaux’s rise tofootball
promlnence has been a sur-
‘prise to many, particularly

205-pounder would rather talk

- Robichaux himself, The shy

about his one~month-old son,  period .

but he admitted that ‘*all I

wanted 1o do was to make the

- freshman team, I didn’t plan
- any further than that.” :

It would be impressive to
say that there were 75 major
schools clamoring for his

~ ability, but it would be far
from the truth, Would yoube~

lieve one? By mail? Robich=

" aux said that one school was '
interested and offered him a

scholarship by mail, but he
said, ‘‘my father went to LSU
‘and I know he would have been

disappointed if I had selected made Jer

~ another school.”™ i ‘_Neqdlea

. Actually, no one had a  posi
chance to see much of Mikein

high school. Hewashurtinthe

second game of his senfor
“year and missed the rest of

the season, He was primarily

~ an offensive fullback and play=

ed linebacker and some defen=
sive end, ‘I wasn't muchof a

~ even mpucﬂ% He hu&

same mimdem =

fullback,” he admitted, “'so AN exce

- Ididn’t fugure to gettoomany =

scholarship offers.” Hecame

good freshman season, he won
a scholarship.

 His speed, desire and abil-

ity to make the big play have

- advanced his reputation tothe 8
point where old time Tiger
fans are mentioning Mike's Jur

name in the revered company
f Gaynell Tinsley, generally
"""eded to. be the yardstick:

1o LSU on his own, but aftera  footbal




played 46 boys' he said
“Eighteen of them were get-
- ting their first taste of var- ¢
. sity football and, l’m;ﬁ:
i
;- omores- graded’in PEC ers with H:eir coverage
@‘ fmgfy; % - down. “I though t 1 was play-
g g ,_lngxtcute” saidfackle‘l'ﬁ"
“WEEADSUCH ood i Mm%ﬁ(ma\;emmta%mch, g ‘
: good sue-  Ma e my g
; eﬂqnickerand cess runninglgyour offensive - m ,strongb:kck Tommy -“;ggﬁid:pmguf%.}%
”rﬂEYm blowing ‘em linebacker = George
‘ ghﬂ.aua-th::lr:t "‘“"”d&‘:;- theyhttrealhnrd."saldl}u-r M‘aﬁﬂhﬁ-tnnt ¥e mever Bevan, —cornerback  Gerry rcf,?:nwg: f&ml %&'ﬂmﬂﬁ
ek e Bt Tt ead ALk L sien nAnMnD i ; ., did, T missed a tackle.”
who fackled the Carolina man AT SO * % % At
who was tryiog to kick the : ,'FWODFMcClendm‘smosi
ball out of the end zone, This anxious moments came be
move enabled Jack Dyer to fore—and during—the game..

those Japanese
pilots of World. War 11,
R * * K
- “MIKE Robicheaux,” sa:g
~Charley after viewing
- movies of the Tigers' 26-12
- Carolina,

- recoyer ]nsl inslde the haek' “Billy Masters furned up.

line. with ‘an infected knee.”..'séfd-

: rall Rohichaux just..» McClendon. “For a while

: made life ‘miserable for Mike Saturday aflernoon, it looked

- Fair, the Carolina quarter- : “as thengh he might not play.

'bac)r,om:ewegotnurdefmsm Bulhedid—mnstlynnmu-—‘
2 S A o R age. -

“Then, when Stokley went
_ down in front of the Carclina.
* hench, I held by breath. -1
g-eau!dn‘t stand - mtch mare.




Before sneakmg off to Louisvﬂle for a week
of Derby doings, I'll leave you with a little preview
of what to expect in tomorrow night’s LSU spri /f;g
game in Tiger Stadium. : /

‘ !/ 1. Don't expect much in the way of formetwns
- /2. Keep an eye on the “solid six”’—defensive ends Mike

fullback Gawain DiBetta, split end Sammy Grezafﬂ and
. tailback Maurice LeBlanc.

* Obviously, this year’s Purple-Gold game won't give you
~ an indication of LSU's offensive potential in that the key

' man--qnmerbeck Nelson Stokley—will be watching from @
. the sidelines,

SPRING LINE ON THE TlGERS

Date Oppouent A : Favorite
Sept. 17—So. Carolina (home)  LSU by 14
Sept. 24—Rice (away) LSU by 6
Oct. 1—Miami (home) LSUby1s . |
Oct. 8—Texas A&M (home) LSU by 12
Oct. 15—Kentucky (away) LSU by 3
Oct. 22—Florida (home) LSU by 2
Oct, 29—Ole Miss (home) LSU by 2
Nov. - S5—Alabama (away) _ Alabama by 5
Nov. 12—Miss.. State (home) LSU by 7
Nov. ls—’l'u]nne {away) I.SU by 14

challenge Nelson a fellow who ‘had 901 yards in tofal of-lis
.‘ fengfe (in six games) before a knee injury put him on the ,'F

E
%

- You will get some idez. gf LSU’s defense, however and,
. unless I miss my guess, if ‘should be sounder than the of-

| fense despite the galaxy of ball carriers in Charley Me.
. Clendon’s stable,

¥ Robicheaux and Garlington, for example, have become
! knowu as “the dynamic duo" and, for the reasons, listen
' to McClendon,

* at one time since I've been at LSU,” says Mac, “Actually,
the offense couldn’t handle them in scrimmages. To keep
things going, we had to ask them to stop tacklmg the s

quarterback." E
Té

~ Sammy Two-Way Plux1 er in the Fal|
The 205-pound pair are the Kamikaze-type head hunters

. who play a crashing game. Wisely McClendon has split 'em
. up tomorrow night, Robicheaux on the Purples, Garlington
. on the Golds,

~ “We're planning to play everyone one way Saturday,”
says Mac. “I think we'll get away with it if we don’t come
up with any injuries that would force us to double up.”

the 9.6 sprinter who'll see duty at split end. .
“We know what he can do on offense,” says McClen-

don, “In the Spring game, we want to see him at split end,

He may be one of the few two-way players in the fall. As

a receiver, we feel he’ll glve the deIense something 53,
ik about.” . ; , f

mtEE nm;J
-
n

Robicheaux and John G&rllngton strongback Billy Masters, |

Fred Haynes, the 5 scrambler from Minden, and Trey |
| Prather, 61, 200-pounder from Shreveport, have had a

| valuah,le aprlng yet neither has shown enough ability to' Beginning to throw his weight around.

backup for Joe Labruzzo.

“They are the two finest defensive ends we've ever had §

ran a scared 10.2.” Mac blinked then’ asked the youngster: ,
All of which brought McClendon to Sammy Grezaffi— |

 they gave way. I fell down to my knees. All those other

LSU'S PROBABLE LOOK IN THE FALL
(Welght clees, munber of letiers won in parentheé;)

[T T? n:ﬁ?@: (s?';‘r': t ’;l-) ’gg;’: s
(el oy

‘lmu&’sl 1" G o B
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‘know how fast he is. The other day he ran away Hom
pnllt for him. He .~

Tommy Allen, a 9.8 boy, after catch
““The Cotfon Bowl was the turning
came of age. Now he’s heginning to show some leadership

“I learned last year about a bnrdep the boy had been

. carrying. Coaches from other schools ‘were after him o
i transfer, telling him he wasn’t being used enough.

“At the banquet following the 1965 Sugar Bowl, his
- sophomore season, Billy admitted he had decided to leave
LSU at the end of the semester, lIe chlnled Itll mind that
night.
“They kept hounding him Iast season and it wasn't
until the last part of the year that he shook himself. The
Cotton Bowl removed all his doubts.”

Maurice—Faster, Sh;fher Thun Stovall

Gawain DiBetta?

“‘He likes fullback,” says MecClendon. “He's going to
do an awful lot of blocking at that spot but he’s looking
forward to it. Gawain dqesn t want to pley behind anyone 2

Maurice LeBlane?

~ “He's an interesting sfory. As a ireehman, he was a
real standout while Jim Dnusay didn’t pley because of a
muscle injury.

“Before the 1965 season, how' er, we dldn't know until
the last minute whether fo hold mt Jim or Manrice as a

“We decided to hold out Maurice because he had an aiI-
ing shoulder and Dousay was fully recovered fmm his
freshman injury,

|
|
,.
1
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“Maurice is 6-1 and 180 and he rem!nda me of Jerry |

-more Speed and he’s much better in the open field. He's
~ got moves like Johnny Robinson and Scooter Purvis, :
 '“In speed, I'd rate him on a ‘par with Labruzzo whe,
after Billy Caunon and Sammy Grezaffi, are the festm
foothall players we've had since I've been here.”
Seemingly, there’s no end to LSU speed these days.
Earlier this week McClendon told of Darrell Hicks, 6-4,
206 pounder from Buckeye, La., a standout in footbali
basketball and track,
McClendon, who signed Hicks fo a footblll grant, saw
the boy recently and inquired as to how fast he was. |
“Well, coach,” Hicks told McClendon, “the other day I |
“What do you mean ‘scared’?”
. “Well, I went to this meet and they put me in the "100- |
~yard dash, something T never went in before,” explained
Darrell, “It was the first time I ever saw starting blocks,
“When the gun went off, I pushed off the blocks and

guyswereoﬂandrnnnln m:mm

fast as I could. Iwoninmz." PR ‘

So don't look behind--Darrell Hicks of gi;my
ining-on A

- Stovall. He's not as sirong a runner as Jerry but he has '
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JOHN GARLINGTON
6-1, 215 Pounds

MlKE ROBICHAUX
6-1, 205 Pounds

Garlingfon and Roblchaux Te Anchor
Defensive End Posts For 1966 Bengals

HOLY HEADGEARS, it's the dynamic duo!

Gotham City might be Tiger Stadium, or Stoll Field
or any place the Tigers might be playing football and
|Batman and Robin will be playing defensive ends for
Coach Charles McClendon's 1966 team.

Coach Mac's version of the invincible TV heroes are
John Garlington and Mike Roblchaux, a pair of the most
‘devastating defensive ends seen in Tigertown in some
time, While LSUs dynamic duo won't operate with

m!cned Robichlu: and Garlington to the kickoff
because they were fast and were “head-

0 “senior defannve end Emut Mag‘mom was
d by injuries, Robichaux stepped into the breech

own the the other starter. In the
of the season, Garlington ton”k over and it will

Batmobiles or Batropes or any of the other gadgets made
famombytheanVeounterparh,xt_wili_behardtomn-‘

* side of the field to make the tackle from behind Hi.!
o block.

a bigplaybecaunﬂmyrefunto:tny blocked

remendous job Gnrﬁngtan then began tfo.
‘the neck” of

take some d:slodgmg to move the Quitman strong boy at
this stage.

In practice scrimmages during spring work, the pair
were so adept at nailing the quarterbacks that Coach

- Mac often took them out of the drill in order that the

young passers might have a chance to throw the ball,
Garlington, the huskier and stronger of the two, is a
215-pounder who stands 6-1. At Jonesboro-Hodge High

~School, he was an All-State end and ran both dashes as

well as on relay teams in track. His speed often allows
him to pursue the opposing quarterbacl: to the oppome

-VRoInchaux’a exoeptxonal agility

in the ‘I‘igem's-‘ial:;-g ~ near the ball carrier. Both Garlingto

Ro
have tremendous second effort and often they will mqke

It goes without saying that there may  better de-
fensive end in the South than | e:thef Garllnzton or Rab:-
chaux, because there are many excellent athletes in foc
ball today. But Tiger fans will contest the fact that ag
team has a better pair of defmxve ends thau
namic duo.” -



_committment from Gover- :

. nor John McKeithen Wed-
nesday that he will support

1 complete athletic program
{ ",;‘Nxchoils State College.
TOL recewed Gov

'-thefastest growmg 5
eges and the

things as a stadium and a
well rounded athletic pro-
gram.

Attending the conference

'with the governor was a

large delegation of Thibo-
daux citizens, Mayor G.
Leslie Broussard of Hou~

ma, and legislative del

tions from Lafourche,

‘sumption, St. Mary and the;

river parishes, including

Representatives Richard
~ Guidry of Lafourche, Cleve

---Was not nltlate

- of a heavily po

and chk .Talbot

from ‘Terrebonne, Risley
Triche of Assumption,

Lloyd Himel of St. James,
u_ﬁz Villar of Ascension
P

and Senator Harvey

~Peltier Jr. of Thibodaux.
"Edmond Deramee Jr.,

- president of the Nicholls
- State College Century Club
‘was spokesman of the
lghrou p. Deramee thanked

e governor for all the

‘anda

that aly $10-
$‘15 mil[ionu.‘ ﬂdbeavall- ¢
able and it would be im-
possible to ﬂll all tbe Te

D Mhih asked ittt woud ‘B8

be. possible to getthe needed
funds, approximately two
‘million dollars.

McKeithen said it was
“possible”, but that he
vould ‘make “no guaran

things he has done for

Nicholls and explained hat
_this move for full athletic

faciliﬂes was one that came 3,
eneral publicand
at Ninh- -

s He told the ove.rnorthat
_%etpeople of the area felt
~ tha

from the

Nicholls, growing in

enrollment and ‘the center EY'

ools & :

ulatedarea .

-of south Louls ana wa.sen- =

~ titled to the same ;
~ facilities as other ¢

the Gulf States: Gonfer- 5
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Tlgers Goal Lme
Stand Called Fmest

Bengals Forced Aggies to Try§
Flelder that Falled ey

; B,v BOB ROESLER Z CE R
b Picayone Sperls Editgr) | i
; Bf\'lo\f ROU(;E La. — Some veteran observel‘s'
called it the finest goal llne sund e\re;' seen. in these.
parts. -t z !
And few If ay, of the s't,ow-
plus' fans jerived into Tiger| A
Stadium Saturday will - dispite’
the ¢laim after watching LSU’s
‘defensive unit repel the ‘Texasiw:
Aggies in the first few nﬁnu 10;
,u! tha fourth perjod.

_A!ier dll there ine Aggie- weré
3 inches from a TD, or at
“worst, & field goal.
The best LSU fans were ho
__ ing for was a field goal that
# ;vould swe the Agges a ID-'I

-~ dell Housley,
‘tnwurd the

unds o Tlgm -
n (215}, Davis
d ailing M

4 F the - Im had Tost two
preclons  yards.. - o
+ . The: crisis had not

: 5 arﬁ cerlalnly put
doubts in the mind: -of ﬂﬂe polnt-
hungry Aggies,
- On the next play. it wal
Bill Sailee who fested the Ti-
ﬁ"’ trying the right side of
18 line _again. This time b
Jones m:ge the t!:rlzp wiux;:ll Bty ﬂsh g
-auy assistance - Z nwariul
5 . oo oo e to the tur atﬁ?two ﬁ‘}{“;etgnz m’;ﬁ*‘;‘{m lothes.
STOPPED COLD — Texas ASM's Wendell ‘.Rublchmnrmﬁovm oy O o Sy s tho | S g § atmos-
Housley (27) is met by usu defensive end . staggered to his right (No. 2) and nu the - HAHS g’: mﬂbm i i
John Garllu;inﬁ on the first play of LSU's  turf with & thud (No. 3) for a two-yard loss, mapn and Sallee was telled
gallant ltuellaud Saturday night. In the  The Tigers held on three plays from the ene- BE the ok
first piciure, Housley is jarred loose from his  yard lioe before. A&M missed an eight-yard Now it was faurth down’ amd
helmet and then Garlington (88) hangs om  fleld gonl

- Coach Gene Stallings figured |
for dear life as David Joues (33) and Mike . the Aggles had hat?s enough of |

@ ithose ferocious defenders aﬁd;
called upon Glynn Lindsey to]
auempi a ﬂnlrl gual rmm Ahe |

&y, who if he wasn't |
Lieen a bit nervous,
the fool to the

w;"gféln"lx;l;iu. ither, Look, T

Ints. :
"I thought h?s made a good
| call,” af{?harley McClendon



